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From the Minister:
On 6th January, the first Sunday of 2008, we sang words by hymn-writer Brian Wren:

This is a day of new beginnings,


time to remember, and move on,


time to believe what love is bringing,


laying to rest the pain that's gone.


For by the life and death of Jesus,


love's mighty Spirit, now as then,


can make for us a world 

of difference


as faith and hope are born again.

Ian Bulloch, the preacher that Sunday, began by making ingenious use of two on-screen “Spot the Difference” pictures and ended up challenging us to ask ourselves what difference people might see in us as we “move on” after celebrating the Birth of Jesus? Would we “return” to our old ways of living, or would we be different? He chose the above hymn to reinforce his message about “difference”.

A few Sundays earlier, Rev. Laurence Twaddle addressed the congregation in his capacity as convener of the Presbytery’s Visiting Team. Considering the role of John the Baptist in preparing the way for Jesus, he too touched on the theme of difference and was equally challenging. Here is an extract from that morning’s sermon:

“Certainly, there were some who listened and responded, and saw the truth in John’s clarion call; there were some who were hugely excited at his passion for the coming of the Messiah. But as with all eccentrics, the majority smiled and moved on…got on with their lives, untouched and unmoved by his message. 
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He was too austere, too demanding…too different – and different never goes down well.

Yet at the heart of our faith – do we not find Christ who dared to be different – to say different – to live different.
That was his mistake – that was his problem.  Clearly outside of the mainstream, his life and teaching presented an unacceptable challenge – and he had to be got rid of - before he caused too much upheaval.

Perhaps if we are to be true to the great prophetic tradition –and true to the Christ of the gospels, we need to reassess what our tasks are, and what the role of the church is to be: not the eager poodle of the Establishment in Scottish life – but the disturbing church that offers an alternative, asks the hard questions –stands at the margins – dares to be different.”

Laurence’s statement that “different never goes down well” made me think of discussions we’ve had over the years on times and styles of worship. To be specific, the 10.15 All-Age Service was started 2 years ago in response to those who said they wanted an earlier and shorter service. It was hailed at its start by parents of young children as one the best things we had ever done. It was criticised by more senior members as taking children away from the “traditional” service. It was intended that the early service would be seen by parents as the first part of Sunday School and Rock Club and hoped that parents would accompany their children to the first service – and they did at the start. However, some   .      

of those who were so enthusiastic when the earlier and shorter All-Age services started now tell us they can no longer attend because they are running their children to sports activities, shopping or engaged in other leisure activities. They assure us they haven’t lost interest. They say: “If only you could have the service at an earlier/ later time….!” 

Some suggest it is time to change the style and times of our worship pattern yet again. Others are just as forceful in saying we can’t go back. Still others say we can’t keep trying to adapt to the ever-changing routines of contemporary family life. 

The matter is not as straightforward as it might seem. Whilst there has been a drop in the number of children attending the All-Age service there has been a  growth in the number of adults who clearly find the time and style of the early service appeals. 

Nevertheless, we shall continue to experiment. By the end of January we shall have tried a Sunday on which the children, having previously attended the 10.15 early service, will also join us for the first part of the 11am service. We shall also have had a baptism at the early service, by specific request of the parents, for whom the 10.15 service is their “church”. 
Change has to be two way. Speaking personally, I find myself increasingly wanting to adapt Niebuhr’s famous words:

God, grant me the courage to change the things that ought to be changed, insight to understand the things that can’t and wisdom to know the difference. 
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Sunday:  Lord Jesus, Head of the Church, we worship You for Your holiness, power and perfect love.  May we receive more of Your Spirit in our lives so that we may be inspired and equipped to accomplish the Father’s will in our Church and community.  Amen.

Monday:  Give thanks for the services held over the Christmas season.  Continue to uphold our minister, Mr Glover and the members of the Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court as they plan the way forward in 2008.
Tuesday: Pray for the two projects our local Guild have been supporting this year:  the Leprosy mission project “Walking in the Light – Nigeria” which provides protective footwear and orthopaedic appliances for leprosy sufferers in Nigeria and the Lydia Project ”Changing the World Together – Eastern Europe” helping the most hurt people of 16 East European countries.

Wednesday:  Remember the members of our Church family who have been bereaved throughout the past year that they may feel God’s comforting presence with them.   Pray also 




Prayer Diary
for those who are ill and are worried about the future that they may know God’s peace and guidance in their lives.

Thursday:  Pray for those in political leadership in the Scottish and Westminster Governments that they would always aspire to integrity and fairness in their speech and actions.

Friday:  Bring before God our concerns for young people in our community.   Remember the work going on in the Church with the Sunday School, Youth Club, Rock Solid Club and Mettle as well as the B.Bs and Rainbows.   Pray that the leaders may be encouraged and supported in all they do to lead these young people to knowledge of Jesus as Saviour and Lord at a crucial time in their lives.

Saturday:  Intercede constantly for Christian Churches and leaders in countries struggling with war, unrest, violence and the problem of AIDS.   Especially remember the countries where the Church of Scotland has historic links such as Kenya, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Pakistan and India.  Pray that God will enable them by His Spirit to influence the situation in their countries.




Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

Followed by Sunday School & Rock Club Groups
11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

7.30 p.m.
Emmaus 



(As advertised)


Wednesday  

Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Chalmers Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 


   Anchor boys and Junior Section

7:45 p.m.
   Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

7.30 – 9a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 



(Meets every 2nd week)

OUR WORSHIP – Special dates to note


MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








We welcome contributions to the Church Newsletter. Please note however that these may be edited, summarised or omitted by the minister and editor, as circumstances require. Letters of general thanks and acknowledgement for Church flowers will be posted on the notice board in the Church Hall.





EDITOR'S   NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 9th March 2008


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 24th February 2008


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch








Reports of Retirement 


– Greatly Exaggerated!


After Elizabeth and I bought our (eventual) retirement flat in Cockenzie a year ago, we made it known that this acquisition did not in any way bring forward my retirement (which could not normally be before the summer of 2010, but could be later) and further, that when I eventually retire, although we would continue to enjoy being part of the community, it would be my firm intention to cease absolutely to exercise the functions of minister locally. This last in fairness to any future minister and Chalmers Memorial Congregation. However, this is some time further in the future and I can assure you that, to paraphrase Mark Twain, recent reports of my “imminent” retirement are greatly exaggerated…..!!  RLG.




















Pastoral Cover


Rev Robert Simpson (810308) will provide emergency pastoral cover from 28th February (Thursday) until 10th March (Monday).














MINISTER - Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 2 Links Road, Port Seton 


Tel: 812481 or E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the Minister’s day off)





Use Your Imagination! – 


Bible Study with a Difference.


Starting on Tuesday 5th February at 7.30pm in the Church Transept and led by Elizabeth Glover. Those with little experience of Bible Study are encouraged to come along and try this imaginative way of reading the Bible.

















Thanks


Addie Johnston and family would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards and support given during the sad passing of Nanette.





Thanks are expressed to everyone who donated to the Christmas Offerings for Christian Aid. The total raised was £402.04
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MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover


Braemar Villa


2 Links Road


Port Seton


Tel: 812481


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday


 as the Minister’s day off)





Sunday 9th March - Rev Tom GORDON


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship


6.15 p.m. Evening Worship





Sunday 16th March (Palm Sunday)


				Rev Bob GLOVER


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Followed by 				     Congregational AGM & Lunch


  6.15 p.m. Evening Worship





Maundy Thursday 20th March


7.30 pm United Communion Service in 


					Methodist Church


Good Friday 21st March


2-3 p.m. ‘At the Cross’ (Silent Meditation) 


			        Chalmers Memorial Church


7.30 p.m. United Service in Old Parish Church


Easter Sunday 23rd March. Rev Bob GLOVER


10.00 a.m. Easter Breakfast with the Sunday School


11.00 a.m. Family Worship


  6.15 p.m. Easter Music and Meditation 
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Membership in the Church:


 A group for Enquirers


Last year’s series of meetings which resulted in a small group of adults of various ages becoming members of the Church provided a worthwhile experience– with quite a lot of fun too. I would plan to start another group in particular for parents who have recently had or are hoping to have Baptisms or Blessings for their children, but open to any who might be wondering what membership of the Church entails but with no prior obligation to join. The initial meeting will be on Sunday February 3rd (at the after-evening service teas) and continuing to meet for about an hour, finishing around 8.30 p.m. Alternative arrangements can be made for those for whom the meeting time is impracticable. If you or anyone you know is interested, please contact me as soon as possible. 		           RLG








Funerals


On 21st December, 	Mrs Nanette JOHNSTON, 		     	 “Longcraigs”, Seton Mains.








Daily Reading Notes


It is important to spend time daily with God, thinking and praying about the Bible and what He wants for our lives. However, sometimes we need a more structured method of reading Gods word on a daily basis. This can be found in a variety of ways. 


We have access to Scripture Union Daily Devotional Notes. These are in magazine formats and are bought quarterly. There is a book for every one of all ages and stages of their journey with God. Please speak to Amanda Johnston to discuss the options and see the notes available.





Sunday School and Youth News


Sunday School, Rock Club (primary 7 onwards), Rock Solid and Mettle have all started back for the New Year. Please encourage your children, grandchildren and friends to come along and learn about Jesus. Children begin their time at the 10.15am service each Sunday and split into classes afterwards. The Rock Solid (11 – 15year olds) and Mettle Groups (15 – 18year olds) meet every second Sunday evening, next meeting on 27th January, where young adults are challenged to learn more. There is also a Youth Club which runs every second Saturday next meeting on 2nd February - 6.30pm – 7.45pm for 8-11year olds and then 8pm – 9.15pm for the 12-16year olds. All children are welcome at any group.








Sunday 27th January – Rev Bob GLOVER


10.15 a.m. All-age Family Worship with BAPTISM of 				       Poppy HENDERSON     


11.00 a.m. HOLY COMMUNION 


   5.00p.m. Short Service at Cockenzie House                                   


   6.15p.m. Evening Worship followed by 


               a brief celebration of HOLY COMMUNION


			       


Sundays 3rd, 10th (Lent) and 17th February


				- Rev. Bob GLOVER


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship


6.15 p.m. Evening Worship





Sunday 24th February - Rev Bob GLOVER


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship


  5.00 p.m. Short Service at Cockenzie House


  6.15 p.m. Evening Worship





Sunday 2nd March


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Duncan MORGAN 


  6.15 p.m. Evening Worship. Ian BULLOCH














        








Fancy Keeping Fit?


Why not come along to a new BADMINTON GROUP 


For adults of all ages! 


Beginners welcome 


Starting 30th January at 8p.m. WEDNESDAYS 


in the Church Hall.








Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”  Psalm 51 v. 10











The next meeting of the Candle Coffee Club will be on Thursday 21st February


Meeting at 10a.m. in Longniddry Inn.


The speaker will be Ann Anderson


All Welcome








